
Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT
As recorded by Symphony X

(from the 2000 Album "V")

Transcribed by Linus "Mr.Gul" Abrahamson Words by Romeo, Allen
Music by Romeo, Pinnella

5

T
A
B

I V
V V V V V V V V V V V V

Vg
Vg

V
V V V V V V V

V V
V

V Vg
Vg V

7
5 5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 7 8
8
6

8
6

5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5
8 7

5
7 6

4 5

|||

Db5Db5A5

3

T
A
B

I
t V V V V V V V V V V V

Vg
Vg

V
V

V
V

V
V V

V V Vg V V
V
V

[5]

\\\\A.H.

5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 7 8
8
6

8
6

10
8

10
8

9
7

8

||||||||

4

P.M.

4 4
7
5

A5E5F5Db5Db5

1

T
A
B

A Intro

I
5
4

4
4

P
: V V

V V V V V V V V V V V V
Vg
Vg

V
V V V V V V V

V V
V
V Vg

Vg t

Gtr I

5
sl.

17
sl.

7
5 5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 7 8
8
6

8
6

5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5
8 7

5
7 6

4 [5]
G

\\A.H.

P = 117
Db5Db5A5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 2 of 12

11

T
A
B

T
A
B

C Guitar Solo 1

I

I

g

g

7
8

7
8

4
4

4
4

V V V V
V V V V V V V V V } V } V V V V V V Vg V V

Gtr II

9

sl.

||||||

7 9
9

7 9 7 9 10 9 7 9 7 x 7 x 7 9 10
9

10
9 8

9 10

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V V V Vg V

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V

V
V V V Vg V V V

Gtr I

4
2

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0

4
2

2
0

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0 3 0

B5A5B5B5A5B5

9

T
A
B

B Keyboard Solo 1

I
gg

V V V V V V V V
V
V
V
V V V

V
V
V
V V V V V V V V V

V
V
V
V V V

V
Vf

3 2

|||

3 2

|||

3 2

||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
4

sl.
2

5
3 3 2

|||

3 2

|||

3 2

||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
5
3

4x
C5G5Fb5G5Fb5G5Fb5

7

T
A
B

I
V V V V V V V V V V V V

Vg
Vg

V
V

V
V

V
V V

V V Vg V V V

5

||||

5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 7 8
8
6

8
6

10
8

10
8

9
7

8

||||||||

4

P.M.

4 4 4

E5F5Db5Db5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 3 of 12

15

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

g

g

7
8

7
8

4
4

4
4

V
V V V V V V Vg V V V V V V

V V V V V V V V
V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V

V V V V Vg
V V V

V V V V V V V V V

14
sl.

17161412
161413

15

P.M.

1412
151412

1412
1514

12
151412

1412
15

121412
1514121415

12
1514121415

1214121415
131416

141617141617
16

171617

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V V V Vg V

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V

V
V V V Vg V V V

4
2

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0

4
2

2
0

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0 3 0

B5A5B5B5A5B5

13

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

g

g

7
8

7
8

4
4

4
4

Vg V
V
V
V V

V V
V
V V

V V
Vg

8va

V V V V

6:4

V V V V V V

V

7:4

V V V V V V
V V

V V V V V V V V V

10:4

8 9
13

9
1312

8

sl.

9
13

9

sl.

11
1211 11

P

1

7
11

PT

8

P

5
14

PT

11

P

8
14

PT

11

P

8
17

PT

14

P

11
17

PT

14

P

11

H

14

H

17

T

14

H

17

H

20

PT

17

H

20

PT

17

P

14
20

P

14 14

sl.

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V V V Vg V

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V

V
V V V Vg V V V

4
2

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0

4
2

2
0

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0 3 0

B5A5B5B5A5B5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 4 of 12

23

T
A
B

I
g 5

8
V V V V V V V V V V V Vg V V V V

V V V

3

V Vg V Vg V V V Vg V V V Vf V V
V V

3 2

||

3 2

||

3 2

||||

2 3 2 0 3 6 3 2

||

3 2

||

2

H

4

P

2
5

P.M.

4 2 1 2 4 2 1
3 2 0 5 3 0 7 5

21

T
A
B

I
g 7
8

V V V V V V V V V V V Vg V V V V V V V V V V V Vg

3 2

|||

3 2

|||

3 2

|||||||

2 3 2 0 3 6 3 2

|||

3 2

|||

3 2

|||||||

2 3 2 0 3 6

T

19

T
A
B

D Break

I
g 9

8
Vg
V V

V
V
V

V
V

l
Vg
V V

V
V
V

V
V

V
V V

V
V
V V V V

Gtr I

4
2

2
0

2
0

4
2

4
2

2
0

4
2

4
2

4
2

2
0

4
2 3

P.M.

2 0

Fb5E5Fb5E5Fb5Fb5E5Fb5

17

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

g

g

7
8

7
8

4
4

4
4

V
8va

V V Vg

3

V V
v

V V
u

3

V V V

3

V V V V V

6:4

V

19

M1 1/2
\\\\\\

19
O
17 16 19

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

14 14

MFull

14 14 14 14
O
14

17

P

16

P

14 16

\\\\\\

16

sl.

V
V V
V

V
V
V
V V V Vg V

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V

V
V V V Vg V V V

4
2

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0

4
2

2
0

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0 3 0

B5A5B5B5A5B5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 5 of 12

35

T
A
B

G Chorus

Iee
V
V V V V V V V V V V V V

Vg
Vg

V
V V V V V V V

V V
V

V Vg
Vg V

5
3 3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 6
6
4

6
4

3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3
6 5

3
5 4

2 3

|||

Cb5Cb5G5TT

31

T
A
B

F Pre-Chorus

I
g

eeV
V

V
V
V
V
W
W V

V
V
V
V
V
W
W

V
V

V
V
V
V
W
W V

V
V
V
V
V
V
V

c
V
Vg

5
3

5
3

7
5

7
5

5
3

5
3

7
5

7
5

8
6

8
6

10
8

10
8

8
6

8
6

10
8

10
8

12
9

D/FbF5E`5F5E`5D5C5D5C5

29

T
A
B

I
g k

V V Vg V V

l

V Vf V V V V V V V V V V Vg Vf V
V
V
V
V V

V
V
Vf
Vg V

V
V
V
Vf

0

P.M.

0 6 0 0 0

P.M.

5 7
7

7
7

7
7 5

7
7 5

6 5 0
5

sl.
3

7
5 0

P.M.

7
sl.

5
8
6 0

P.M.

8
sl.

6
7
5

A5B`5B`5A5A5G5

27

T
A
B

E Verse

I
g 4
4 V V

V V

l

V

l

V

l

V V V V V V V V V
V V

l

V V V

l

V V V V V V Vg

7

P.M.

5
0 0 0

P.M.

0

P.M.

0

P.M.

5 7
7

7
7

7
7 5

0 0 0

P.M.

3 0 0

P.M.

5 7
5

7
5

sl.

4



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 6 of 12

41

T
A
B

Iee

V V V V V V V V V V V V
Vg
Vg

V
V

V
V

V
V V

V V Vg V V V

3

|||

3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 6
6
4

6
4

8
6

8
6

7
5

6

|||||||

2

P.M.

2 2 2

D5E 5̀Cb5Cb5

D.S.
to Coda

39

T
A
B

Iee
V
V V V V V V V V V V V V

Vg
Vg

V
V V V V V V V

V V
V

V Vg
Vg V

5
3 3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 6
6
4

6
4

3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3
6 5

3
5 4

2 3

|||

Cb5Cb5G5

37

T
A
B

Iee

V V V V V V V V V V V V
Vg
Vg

V
V

V
V

V
V V

V V Vg V V
V
V

3

|||

3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 6
6
4

6
4

8
6

8
6

7
5

6

|||||||

2

P.M.

2 2
5
3

G5D5E 5̀Cb5Cb5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 7 of 12

45

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

gg

gg

V
8va

V V V V V V

3

V V V V V V V V
V V

V V V

3

V Vg V V V
V

6:4

V V V V V V

6:4

V

22

\\\\

22 21 19 22 21 19 21 21
MFull
O
21

P

19
20

19
21

19
20

19 22

P

21

P

19 21 18
19

18
19

18 22 19
20

19
21

22

\\\\

22

V V V V V V V V
V
V
V
V V V

V
V
V
V V V V V V V V V

V
V

V
V V V

V
Vf

3 2

||

3 2

||||

3 2

||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
4
sl.

2
5
3 3 2

||||||

3 2

||||||

3 2

|||||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
5
3

C5G5Fb5G5Fb5G5Fb5

43

T
A
B

T
A
B

H Guitar Solo 2

I

I

gg

gg

W
8va

V V V V V

5:4

V Vg V V

3

V V V

Gtr II

19
MFull
||||||||||||||||

19
MFull

19
MFull

19
MFull

19
MFull

19
MFull

19
MFull

18 19 21 21 22
MFull
\\\\\\\\\\\

22

V V V V V V V V
V
V
V
V V V

V
V

V
V V V V V V V V V

V
V
V
V V V

V
Vf

Gtr I

3 2

||

3 2

||

3 2

|||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
4

sl.
2

5
3 3 2

||

3 2

|||||

3 2

|||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
5
3

C5G5Fb5G5Fb5G5Fb5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 8 of 12

51

T
A
B

I Bridge

Ieee eeeeeeV
V V V V V V V V V

V V V V V V V V
V
V V V V V V V V V

V V V V V V V V

Gtr I

5
3 3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3 3 6
4 4

P.M.

4 4 4 4 4 4
8
6 6

P.M.

6 6 6 6 6 6 8
6 6

P.M.

6 6 6 6 6 6

B`5E`5A`5C5

49

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

gg

gg

V V Vg V

3

V V V V V V V V V Vg V V V W

15

\\\\\\\\\\\\

12

H

15

P

12
16

P.M.

14 16
17

14
16 17 14 16 13 14 13 13

M1/2

O
13

\\\

V V V V V V V V
V
V
V
V V V

V
V
V
V V V V V V V V V

V
V
V
V V V

V
Vf

3 2

|||

3 2

|||

3 2

|||||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
4

sl.
2

5
3 3 2

||||||

3 2

|||

3 2

||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
5
3

C5G5Fb5G5Fb5G5Fb5

47

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

gg

gg

k V
u

V V V V

3

V V V V V V V V V V V Vg

3

V V V V
V V V V V

9:4

V V V V V V

6:4

V V V V V V

6:4

16

sl.

\\\\\\\\\

16 14

H

16

P

14
17 16 14 17 16 17 14

P.M.

17 16
14 15

13
H

14
H

16
12

H

14

H

16

sl.

17

P

16

P

14 14
18

sl.

16 15
17 16 14

19

sl.

17
19 18 16 15

V V V V V V V V
V
V
V
V V V

V
V
V
V V V V V V V V V

V
V

V
V V V

V
Vf

3 2

|||

3 2

|

3 2

|||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.
2

5
3 0

P.M.

0
4
sl.
2

5
3 3 2

|||

3 2

|||||||||

3 2

|||||||||

2 0

P.M.

4
sl.

2
5
3 0

P.M.

0
5
3

C5G5Fb5G5Fb5G5Fb5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 9 of 12

57

T
A
B

T
A
B

K Instrumental Bridge

I

I

gg
g

gg
g

2
4

2
4

e

e

V V V V V V

6:4

V V V V V V
6:4

V

8va

V V V V V
6:4

V V V
V V V

6:4
Gtr II
9

P

5
7

6
7

9
6 7 9

6 7 9
6 8 10

6 8 10 13

P

10
10

12

P

10
10

V
V V V V V V V V

V
V V V V V V V V

Gtr I

4
2 2

P.M.

2 2 2 2 2 2
7
5 5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5

DmFbm

55

T
A
B

J Keyboard Solo 2

I
g 7
8

4
4V

V V
V

V
V

V
V V V Vg V

V
V V

V
V
V

V
V

V
V V V Vg V V V

4
2

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0

4
2

2
0

2
0

4
2

4
2 3 0 6 0 3 0

4x
B5A5B5B5A5B5

53

T
A
B

I
gg
g

ee
V
V V V V V V V V

V
V V V V V V V V

V V V V V
V Vg

4
2 2

P.M.

2 2 2 2 2 2
7
5 5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5
3 6 6 5 5

3
4

|||

D5Fb5



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 10 of 12

61

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

eee

eee

gg
ggg

gg
ggg

V

8va

V V V V V

6:4

V V V V V V
6:4

V V V V V V

6:4

V V V
V V V

6:4
15

P

11
13

12
13

15
12 13 15

12 13 15
12 14 16

12 14 16 19

P

16
16

18

P

16
16

V
V V V V V V V V V

V V V V V V V V

5
3 3

P.M.

3 3 3 3 3 3 6
4 4

P.M.

4 4 4 4 4 4

GbmCm

59

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

f

f

eeee

eeee

V V V V V V

6:4

V V V V V V

6:4

V

8va

V V V V V
6:4

V V V
V V V

6:4
12

P

8
10

9
10

12
9 10 12

9 10 12
9 11 13

9 11 13 16

P

13
13

15

P

13
13

V
V V V V V V V V

V
V V V V V V V V

7
5 5

P.M.

5 5 5 5 5 5
10
8 8

P.M.

8 8 8 8 8 8

FmAm



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 11 of 12

67

T
A
B

I
g

V
V V V V V V V V V V V

Vf
Vg

V
V

V
V

V
V V

V V
Vg V V V

V

2

|||

0

P.M.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3
3
1

3
1

5
3

5
3

4
2

3

|||||||

6

P.M.

6 6 2
0

E5B5C5Ab5Ab5

65

T
A
B

L Out-Chorus

I
g 4
4

V
V V V V V V V V V V V V

Vf
Vg

V
V V V V V V

V
V V

V
V Vg

Vg V

Gtr I

2
0 0

P.M.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3
3
1

3
1

0

P.M.

0 0 0 0
2

5 4
2

4 3
1 2

|||

Ab5Ab5E5S

63

T
A
B

T
A
B

I

I

eeee

eeee

2
4

2
4

4
4

4
4

V
8va

V Vf Vf V V
V

7:4

Ve V V V V
V

6:4

V V Vf V V V

6:4

V V V V
V V

6:4

V

8va

V V
V V

V
6:4

V

16

P

13
15

16
15

11 16 18

Psl.

16
18

19
18

16 18

P

13 10

sl.

11
10

12 8

sl.

8
10 6 13

sl.

13 17
15

15
15

13 18 18

sl.

V V V V V V V U
U

8

P.M.

8 8 8 8 8
8

8
6

B`Fdim
D.S.S. al Coda



Printed using TabView by Simone Tellini - http://www.tellini.org/mac/tabview/

ABSENCE OF LIGHT - Symphony X Page 12 of 12

71

T
A
B

I
g

V
V V V V V V V V V V V

Vf
Vg

V
V V V V V

Vg V V V V
Vg W

(

2

|||

0

P.M.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3
3
1

3
1 3 3 2

3
6

sl.

6 9 9 7
6

||||||

8

Ab5Ab5

69

T
A
B

I
g

V
V V V V V V V V V V V V

Vf
Vg

V
V V V V V V

V
V V

V
V Vg

Vg V

2
0 0

P.M.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3
3
1

3
1

0

P.M.

0 0 0 0
2

5 4
2

4 3
1 2

|||

Ab5Ab5E5


